
Ray Wu Memorial Fund

Our Purpose 

The Ray Wu Memorial Fund (RWMF) 
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
established to carry on Dr. Ray Wu’s 
legacy of supporting young scientists 
in life sciences , with the following 
objectives:  

(a) to promote, augment and improve life 
science research and education activities 
by Chinese scientists and trainees;

(b) to provide financial resources for life 
science research and education activities 
by Chinese scientists and trainees; 

(c) to recognize contributions by Chinese 
scientists and trainees in life science 
research and education;

(d) otherwise to engage in any lawful 
act and activity consistent with the 
foregoing for which funds may be 
formed according to the laws of the State 
of Alabama and the United States of 
America.

Ray Wu Prize 

The Ray Wu Prize recognizes excellence 
in life science research by a graduate 
student for innovation, independent 
thinking, and dedication.  Ray Wu Prize is 
awarded each year to graduate students 
who are pursuing a degree of Doctor 
of Philosophy (Ph. D.) in an academic 
institution located in Asia areas.  

The prize consists of USD $5000, a 
medal, a certificate, and a citation by the 
Ray Wu Memorial Fund (RWMF).  T

RWMF will serve as a liaison for the Ray 
Wu Prize winners who wish to seek 
consultation from established 
investigators as they develop their 
scientific careers. Ten or more awards 
will be made each year.

Dr. Ray Wu 

Dr. Ray Wu (1928-2008) was a true 
scholar in the world and a strong 
advocate for life sciences throughout 
Asia.  In the 1970s, he developed 
the first method for DNA sequencing 
and pioneered recombinant DNA 
technology.  He devoted later part of his 
scientific career to genetic engineering 
of rice, which feeds most of the world 
population. 

Dr. Ray Wu played numerous 
advisory roles to Chinese and Taiwan 
governments, as well as academic 
institutions.  In particular, he initiated an 
exchange program, the CUSBEA (China-
United States Biology and Biochemistry 
Examinations and Applications) Program, 
in the 1980s which brought over 400 
students from China to pursue Ph.D. 
degrees in the US, thus leading the 
way for Chinese students to study life 
sciences abroad and return to work in 
China.
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Dr. Wu’s Favorite Quotations: 

Today’s impossibilities are tomorrow’s miracles.

I believe in myself that with God’s help and guidance 
I will succeed. 

Keep working toward my goals, persist, persist. 

Enjoy life now while trying to reach my destination. 

Every morning, write down the top priority work to be 
done, and do it now or very soon.

2010 Ray Wu Prize Winners



Ray Wu Prize Application and Selection Process 

Criteria: The Ray Wu Prize recognizes excellence in life science research by a 
graduate student for innovation, independent thinking, and dedication.
 
Qualifications: A candidate must be a graduate student who is pursuing a de-
gree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in an institution located in mainland China, Hong 
Kong, Taiwan, or Singapore. The candidate must have advanced to candidacy in the 
PhD program, but not within the final year of PhD study by the deadline of application.
 
Nomination: A candidate may be nominated by a faculty member of the institution 
from which the candidate plans to receive the PhD. The faculty member shall be a 
PhD mentor and is actively conducting life science research.

Selection:  The Ray Wu Prize recipients are selected from qualifies candidates by 
the Ray Wu Prize Committee.

Chair:
Xiaodong Wang (王晓东)
Director and Investigator, National Institute of Biological Sciences, Beijing, China

Members:
Xinnian Dong (董欣年)
Arts & Sciences Endowed Professor of Biology, Duke University
Xin-Yuan Fu (傅新元)
Professor, National University of Singapore
Jun-Lin Guan (管俊林)
Professor, University of Michigan
Nancy Y. Ip (叶玉如)
Head & Chair Professor, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
Liqun Luo (骆利群)
HHMI Investigator, and Professor, Stanford University
Ming Luo (罗明)
Professor, University of Alabama at Birmingham
Hong Ma (马红)
Dean and Professor, School of Life Sciences, Fudan University
Yi Rao (饶毅)
Dean and Professor, School of Life Sciences, Peking University
Lishan Su (苏立山)
Professor, University of North Carolina
Xiao-Hong Sun (孙晓红)
Eli Lilly Chair and member, Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation
Yue Xiong (熊跃)
William R. Kenan, Jr. Professor, University of North Carolina
Tian Xu (许田)
HHMI Investigator, and Professor, Yale University School of Medicine
Su-May Yu (余淑美)
Distinguished Research Fellow, Institute of Molecular Biology, Academia Sinica

Ray Wu Memorial Fund
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Board of Directors 2010 - 

Xiao-Hong Sun, Ph.D.	 孙晓红 博士  
 
Hong Wu, M.D., Ph.D.	吴虹  博士  
 
Ming Luo, Ph.D.	罗明  博士  

Charlene Liao, Ph.D.	廖晓伶博士   

Guo-Liang Yu, Ph.D.	余国良  博士  

Albert Wu, M.D.	  

Contact Us
Any questions or to make a donation:

RWMF
c/o Ming Luo
PO BOX 550009
Birmingham, Al, 35255

Visit Us at 
www.raywumemorialfund.org 

to apply or nominate recipients for the 

Ray Wu Prize. You can also learn more 

about the winners of the Ray Wu Prize 

and additional information about the 

Ray Wu Memorial Fund.  




